Usefulness of a first transferred free flap vascular pedicle for secondary microvascular reconstruction in the head and neck.
The authors found that a previously transferred free flap vascular pedicle, distal to the first microvascular anastomosis, can be used as a recipient vessel for an additional free flap transfer. Free flap transfers were performed by using the standard procedure in patients with head and neck cancer. The mean age of the patients was 62 years. Five patients were men and three were women. A second free flap was transferred for secondary primary head and neck cancer in two cases, facial deformity in two cases, osteomyelitis of the skull in two cases, recurrent cancer in one case, and exposure of a mandibular reconstruction plate in one case. The interval between the two operations was from 4 months to 12 years (median, 21 months). All secondary free flaps were performed successfully. In two cases, the external jugular vein proximal to the previously anastomosed site was used for venous drainage. In another case, additional venous anastomosis was performed for flap congestion. It became clear that a previously transferred free flap vascular pedicle could be used as a recipient vessel for microvascular anastomosis. This is an excellent procedure for additional free flap transfers.